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Problems of cultural criticism as envisaged by
Muhammad Abd al-Muttalib

Abstract:

This research addresses a number of critical and
epistemological issues related to the cultural analysis of
literature, particularly the concept of "cultural reading,”
proposed by Dr. Muhammad Abdul Muttalib as an
alternative to the term "cultural criticism," introduced by the
Saudi critic Dr. Abdullah Al-Ghadami. This approach is
linked to a number of epistemological and critical issues
that represent a cornerstone in the field of cultural criticism
and cultural analysis of literature. These issues include Al-
Ghadami's proposal for cultural criticism as an alternative to
literary criticism, and the problematic terminology: Is it
cultural criticism or cultural reading? And the justifications
for Dr. Muhammad Abdul Muttalib's preference for the term
"cultural reading" are also discussed. These issues also
relate to the methodologies of cultural analysis of literary
texts and their relationship to the methodology of
interdisciplinary studies in the humanities. It also addresses
the role of the concept of the cultural encyclopedia in
defining the methodology of cultural analysis of literary
texts and a set of central concepts in literary analysis, such
as the duality of language and culture, the duality of
aesthetics and culture, as well as purpose of cultural analysis
of literature. They also address the terms criticism, reading,
analysis, and interpretation.

Keywords: Cultural criticism; aesthetic reading; cultural
reading; cultural analysis of literature; Muhammad Abdul
Muttalib.
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