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ABSTRACT:

The study examined one of Al-Ghitani's narrative works from a
traditional perspective, highlighting the influence of modernity on the
structure of the work. The text (A Letter on Love and Longing) appears to
be a letter sent from one person to another, in which the former recounts to
the latter the experience of a lover in a life that is almost complete, in a form
that combines heritage and modernity, drawing inspiration from ancient
letter-writing techniques, sometimes adhering to them, sometimes
manipulating them, and sometimes deviating from them, in order to serve
his own meaning, which naturally differs from the purpose of the letters in
their original form. This is what the study seeks to extract, beginning with
the external structure of the letter in the form of an ancient Andalusian
letter, moving on to the treatment of that standard, and ending with the
introduction of techniques specific to the world of the single letter, which
was not a standard for an entire art form. It is innovative to mould the novel
into the form of a letter, taking into account the technical differences, and
Al-Ghitani's adoption of this style in the novel, the subject of the study, and
his novel, which he called (Letter of Insights into Destinies), is the best
evidence of his urgent desire to develop a new form of the letter in narrative
construction. The presence of all the elements of the narrative, including
characters, time, place, events, plot, and resolution, etc., justifies his goal,
unlike the structure of the letter, which is summarised as being addressed
from the sender to the recipient. One of the similarities between them is that
the narrative has a beginning, middle, and end, just as the letter has an
introduction, body, and conclusion, etc. and so on. The study therefore
sought to determine the extent to which Al-Ghitani employed the style of
epistolary literature in contemporary art, such as the novel, taking from the
former and incorporating it into the latter, crowning it with the achievement
of modernity.

Keywords:

Al-Ghitani — Epistolary Literature — The Novel — The Traditional Model —
The Construction of Modernity — Displacement.
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