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Literary Translation and the Combination of

Equivalence and Competence: The Translation of
al-Midaq Alley into Hebrew
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Abstraect:

The research deals with the immersion of literary translation in
the concepts of ‘“equivalence”, on the one hand, and the
“competence” of translation / the translator and “accuracy” of
the translation, on the other. Equivalence is indeed a higher goal
most translations, regardless of text type or genre, strive to
achieve. Usually equivalence is closely tied to evaluating the
extent to which translation is/was successful in achieving the
objective thereof. Competence, however, is a prerequisite for any
translator to be able to create an ‘equivalent’ target text that
carries the characteristics and reflects the content of the source.
Being the first novel by Mahfouz to be translated into Hebrew,
the evaluation of the achievement of the translation of Midag
Alley into Hebrew was conducted within this framework. The
research is based on examining the translation of samples of the
stylistic and narrative elements of the novel with a view to the
ability of the target language to accommodate such
characteristics.

The research aims to answer the following two questions:

e Was the translation able to produce an equivalent text in
the target language?

e Was the competence of the translator a supportive aspect
in the achievement of the project — or were such
competencies an obstacle?

This research gains its importance from being part of a project
that seeks to crystallize a translation theory contributing to
overcoming issues of translation between Arabic and Hebrew,
through a series of applied studies on translations of Arabic
literature into Hebrew, which are very limited quantitatively, and
the issues thereof.

Keywords: Equivalence, Competence of Translations /the
Translator, Midag Alley, Mahfouz Translations, Arabic
Literature, Mahfouz in Hebrew
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